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THE HISTORY AND TREATMENT OF BERI-BERI. ’ 


J. G. Matcotmson, Surgeon, of the Madras Medical Establishment, is 
the author of a work recently published in India, which treats of this 
singular disease. ‘The correctness and value of the book may be esti- 
mated, from the fact that it has been printed by order of the govern- 
ment. The following is: an outline of the symptoms of the disease, as 
we find it in the pages of the India Journal. 

“Tt usually commences gradually, with a feeling of numbness, sense 
of weight, and slight weakness and stiffness below the middle of the 
thighs, sometimes preceded by muscular pains. There is slight edema 
of the feet and legs, especially along the tibie, often found to.come on 
after the other symptoms. The walk is unsteady and tottering, even 
when the patient is not aware of weakness in the limbs, which are oc- 
casionally tremulous ; spasms occur in the calves and soles of the feet, 
sometimes becoming general and occasionally shooting to the chest and 
larynx, obstructing respiration and speech. The want of power often 
increases to almost total palsy, especially of the extensor muscles, and 
in a few cases, the patient after slight indisposition suddenly loses the 
use of his legs. Rigidity and various painful affections of the nerves 
accompany the paralytic symptoms; and there is sometimes pain along 
the spine, commonly at the two last lumbar vertebra. In some cases 
the disease goes no further and a.cure is effected; but more frequently, 
the numbness extends upwards towards the abdomen, there is general 
sense of lassitude and aversion to motion, and the hands, arms, and 
chest (and in a few cases even the neck and lips), are gradually be- 
nunibed. ‘There is oppression and weight at precordia, dyspnoea on 
slight exertion, diffused and irregular pulsation in the cardiac region, and 
the face and hands are puffy and cedematous. The patient is often 
found dead in bed, or sinks after several fainting fits or throbbings at the 
heart ; or the cedema rapidly increases and extends up the trunk, violent 
dyspneea and inability to lie down in bed comes on, with anxiety, cold 
sweats, cold extremities, rapid feeble pulse, urgent thirst and partial sup- 
pression of urine. At the commencement the urine is always scanty, of 
a deep red color without cloud or sediment, and possessing very peculiar 
properties ; in some old cases it becomes copious, turbid, and pale, with 
a large white deposit, and is passed with pain, from an irritable bladder. 
The stomach is irritable in many bad cases, and pain and tenderness in 
the epigastrium is sometimes complained of; there is ina few, pain in the 
abdomen, or a sense of heat is diffused over it and the chest. Effusion 
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takes place into the chest and more rarely into the abdomen, and there 
are now and then some signs of inflammation of the pleura or bronchi. 
In the early stage, the pulse may be full, hard and frequent or little 
altered ; when the face is puffy and there is weight and oppression at 
the precordia, it is quick, often irregular, and usually small, although it is 
occasionally strong. 

‘“‘ Various dyspeptic symptoms occur, the bowels are often costive, 
the stools green and variously disordered, and the eyes are often tinged 
yellow. The skin is rather cold, unless there is pyrexia, which is often 
present in the evening. The disease is sometimes fatal in a few hours, 
but is often chronic, and in these the patient is liable to sudden death, 
to rapid aggravation of the symptoms, or supervention of new and more 
formidable ones, by which he is soon carried off; and if he survives 
these, he may live for a long time bed-ridden, dropsical, and a true 
paralytic.” 

The author treats of the influence of the seasons, the length of resi- 
dence, moisture, situation and diet, in producing this disease. 

Mr. M. found bleeding useful in many cases, in the treatment of this 
disease. Cupping and leeches over the kidneys, when there was much 
pain and tenderness in the lumbar region, were also beneficial. But he 
remarks that 

“There are three classes of cases in which bleeding has been uni- 
formly fatal, but some further experience wil! be necessary to define 
them with accuracy. The first is that in which edema of the lungs 
(and probably also where effusion into the chest) has taken place sud- 
denly, characterized by symptoms previously described.” 

“2d. In that form of spasmodic dyspnoea shooting from the limbs, or 
otherwise connected with the muscular affections, and attended with 
lowness of pulse, cold extremities, and prostration of strength, the pe- 
culiar nature of which is likely to be but imperfectly understood, until 
that of long known analogous affections are better explained, bleeding 
has been a fatal measure.” 

“3d. These are of different kinds, but at present we can only class 
them as being a spasmodic, enfeebled, or obstructed action of the centre 
of the circulation, arising from various causes, and indicated by tendency 
to syncope, sense of faintness, dyspnoea coming on in paroxysms, coldness 
of the extremities, cold sweats, anxiety and restlessness, a pulse hardly 
to be felt, a throbbing of the heart, not always feeble, irregular pulsa- 
tions, &c. ‘These have been traced to water in the pericardium and to 
softening of the heart.” 

We now come to Mr. Malcolmson’s opinion on the use of mercury. 

“It may be stated as a general fact, that mercury exerts no directly 
salutary influence over the nervous symptoms, nor prevents the accession 
or return of the visceral affections. Beri-beri has made its first attack on 
men under the influence of mercury.” 

When mercury is not given to salivate, but “as a purgative combined 
with jalap, calomel has been very useful in a great many cases, and as 
might have been expected, this is best marked when the biliary 
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secretions are disordered, the eyes tinged yellow, and the abdomen 
tumid.” 

On the subject of purgatives he says: 

“ Purgatives are often of essential service in beri-beri, and the com- 
pound powder of jalap has been, almost universally, acknowledged to be 
the best. One or two doses frequently removes the cedema of the lower 
extremities, sometimes increases the urine at the same time, but without 
benefit to the other symptoms.” . 

“Four patients were cured by elaterium, in a station where beri-beri 
seldom occurs; and examples are now and then met with (most fre- 
quently when the paralytic symptoms are very slight), in which free 
purging by croton and other medicines enables the constitution to throw 
off the disease.” 

“As a general rule, I would only use mild and warm laxatives in ad- 
vanced cases; rhubarb answers very well, and is also an important ad- 
junct to a remedy hereafter to be described. Gamboge, so much used 
by Mr. Ridley, does not appear to possess any advantage over more 
certain and less drastic purges, and has appeared to excite inflammatory 
action In the stomach and intestines. Oil of turpentine may probably be 
used with advantage, as it exerts antispasmodic powers, but the cases in 
which it has been used as a purgative, do not warrant any opinion. As 
an internal stimulant it has perhaps done some good, in small doses com- 
bined with ether; but it has appeared to have done harm in some other 
cases.” 

With respect to diuretics Mr. Malcolmson observes: 

“The use of diuretics is of essential importance to the removal of 
the oedema, and especially to prevent the extension of the anasarca up- 
wards, and the effusion of fluid into the internal parts, particularly the 
cells of the lungs.” 

‘Mercury has been very much employed in combination with squills, 
and its diuretic virtues in this combination are very decided, without its 
being used so as to affect the mouth ; which should not be done, unless 
with the greatest caution and in a very few severe and obstinate cases: 
the small quantity of calomel which will affect the gums in this disease, 
therefore, renders it of importance to give it in small quantity, that it 
may be continued as long, as the squills, &c. may be required.” 

“ Digitalis has been much used in the form of tincture, the only one 
in which its virtues are well preserved in India; and has been very use- 
ful as a diuretic, given pretty freely and with the usual restrictions, at 
the same time that calomel and squills are taken.” 

‘Tt has appeared to be more effectual in removing the oedema of the 
face than other means, which is probably to be referred to the modera- 
tion of the heart’s action and lowering.of the pulse, which frequently 
follow its exhibition. ” 

‘“ But of all diuretics, none is so generally successful and universally 
useful as cream of tartar, which has been very generally adopted by ex- 
perienced practitioners (from evidence of its. powers) in beri-beri, and in 
ignorance of the remarks of others. Thus, Mr. Ridley in Ceylon 
and myself and others in the circars, can bear testimony to the virtues 
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ascribed to it. Its laxative effect, grateful taste, and consequent sooth- 
ing qualities, are powerful recommendations, in addition to the direct 
benefit from its diuretic powers.” 

“The acetate of potassa has been used in a few cases, and was 
probably useful.” 

« Stimulants, &c. In all paroxysms of dyspnoea coming on sudden- 
ly, especially when they are of a spasmodic character, and attended 
with feeble pulse and cold extremities, large doses of laudanum as re- 
commended by Mr. Ridley, in combination with ether, spirits, aromatic 
spirits of ammonia, &c. as circumstances may indicate, are to be dili- 
gently employed. The extremities and body are to be rubbed with 
stimulating liniments, which of themselves have been found sufficient to 
restore the heat; and of these, turpentine, ammonia, and especially ca- 
juput oil, have been the most effectual.” 

“‘ Many cases of beri-beri from the commencement, and all chronic 
ones in their progress, are attended with low action and debility, and it 
has therefore been very useful to prescribe stimulants; nor is there any 
reason to doubt of their being frequently of use, although it is generally 
difficult to say to what extent, or in what manner they are necessarily 
continued for a long time. Asa tendency to general or local excitement 
is always present, their effects are to be cautiously watched, and they 
should be omitted whenever symptoms requiring antiphlogistic treatment 
present themselves.” 

«¢ A very important part of the treatment consists in counter-irritation 
and external stimulants. Blisters to the chest, when the pericardium 
is affected, have been useful, both by the discharge and counter-irrita- 
tion they cause, but on the whole their effects are not very evident. 
When the lungs or pleura were affected, they did good, but did not 
protect the patient from death by effusion or syncope. They were of 
decided benefit when the stomach was tender or irritable, but, as might 
be expected, often failed in overcoming the vomiting.” 

“Blisters, sinapisms, tartrate of antimony, frictions, caustic issues, moxas, 
setons, and stimulating frictions, have been used to the spine. 

After all, however, Mr. Malcolmson observes that notwithstanding the 
benefit derived from the various remedies already alluded to, there is 
none in his opinion of certain efficacy, in order to act directly in the 
most important part of the diseases. He then proceeds to notice two 
which should possess high claims to the notice of his readers. He 
states that when they were first communicated they were received with 
distrust and even ridicule by the majority of gentlemen, on the Madras 
Establishment. ‘These remedies are the “ Treak farook” and “ oleum 
nigrum.” 

The former remedy was‘ brought to the notice of the Medical Board 
by Dr. Wright, and the Hindoo practitioners had not been long acquaint- 
ed with it. It was procured at Massulapatam from the Moghul mer- 
chants ; it is a thick extract, sold in small lead canisters containing ten or 
fifteen tolahs, and in others of only one tola in weight. The small ones 
are packed up in dozens, well rolled up in paper and cost a rupee each, 
and the second size is sold for five or six rupees. ‘ Besides its use in 
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beri-beri, it is employed in Hyderabad and in Circars in numbness and 
rheumatism.” Mr. Geddes, after the trial of various other remedies, 
states as follows: 

“The only plan which appeared to have any effect in keeping off the 
dropsical symptoms was blood-letting, followed by daily purgatives; the 
disease however was not removed by them, for after a while the oedema 
began to make its appearance, and being completely at a stand, I con- 
sented to the request of my patients, to be allowed to try a native medi- 
cine, which they stated had cured some of them, when affected on a pre- 
vious occasion,” * * * « The patients in whom the bleeding and purging 
had been used, but where oedema had begun to make its appearance, 
had the medicine exhibited to them, and in a few days the dropsical 
effusion disappeared, and the pulse was considerably lowered. In the 
next case there was a total paralysis in the legs and arms, the feet had 
been swelled for several days, and the pulse when the treak farook 
was commenced was 103, next day it was at the same rate, and on each 
successive day it was found lowered to 100, 88, and 84, by which time 
the cedema had disappeared, and the patient had no complaint but of 
the paralytic affection. In the next person to whom the medicine was 
given there was not much paralysis, as he could walk, although not 
steadily, without assistance; his limbs however were oedematous, and his 
pulse on the day of commencing the treatment was 116; next day it got 
up to 124, after which it fell daily as follows: 106, 94, 100, 84, 84, 76, 
72; the cedema was by this time removed, and the patient continued to 
improve daily.” 

The following observations are important. 

“The treak was sometimes prescribed alone, but in doses of from 
four grains to fifteen had no sensible effect, unless perhaps in a slight de- 
gree constipating the bowels. The urine did not appear to be increased 
by it, even when all the symptoms had yielded to it or to other reme- 
dies. When the case was of long standing, the palsy confirmed, and 
the urine either scanty, or copious and alkaline, the treak was equally 
useless as a remedy for the anasarca as for the paralytic symptoms; and 
when it was only had recourse to as a last resource, after other means 
had failed, the patient frequently died the first day or two after com- 
mencing its use. It is therefore necessary to employ it early, and to 
this, is in a great measure to be ascribed the greater success of this 
remedy in the hands of Mr. Geddes and others who were favorably im- 
pressed with its usefulness, than in those of gentlemen who were of a 
different opinion, and by whom I observed the remedy to be given when 
success could not be expected from it.” 

Mr. Malcolmson purchased some canisters of the Treak, and he adds 
that, 

“The larger canisters had on the lids a head well executed and sur- 
rounded with a wreath of laurel, and on one of them the following le- 
gend in Roman capitals, TERIACA F. ALI. A. TESTA. DORO. IN. TRIESTE, 
Two half sheets of paper, ornamented with a gilded head, containing a 
long account of the medicine well printed, the one in Turkish and the 
other in modern Greek, are wrapped round each packet, and to many 
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the signature of Eredi L. B. Silvestrini is attached, who appears, from 
the inscription around the head, to be an apothecary on the Rialto at 
Venice. Some of the papers bear the words ‘ Ponte deRialto,’ and oth- 
ers ‘ Strazzo d’oro’ ‘in Venezia,’ and common Italian notes and_ printed 
lists of drugs, some of which are curious, are wrapped round the packet, 
within the other papers. Having procured through Mr. Tucker, of Cal- 
cutta, a translation of one of these papers, the following extract from it 
will leave no doubt of the medicine being procured from Venice, of 
whose commerce with India it is one of the last remnants.” 

‘ Theriakh of Andromachi. An invention of Theron, the Presbyter. 
It is prepared, measured, and made public by me, John Baptist Sylves- 
trius, in the Rialto, by the authority of the excellent Governments, 
physicians of ancient righteousness, and of the council of the apothe- 
caries and learned physicians.” 

“ The within mentioned treacle is prepared in Venice with every care 
and faithfulness by me, John Baptist Sylvestrius, Apothecary in the 
Signal Testa d’oro in St. Bartholomy, in the presence of excellent and su- 
perior physicians of ancient righteousness, and of the assembly of apothe- 
caries and others connected with the medical institution. ‘The virtues 
and properties of the treacle are particularized below, in common be- 
nevolence and for the good of the public.” A long list of diseases for 
which it is an infallible remedy follows, and the paper concludes by in- 
forming its readers that other diseases are omitted, as the name of the 
medicine is universally known throughout the world; and that the young 
and strong should use it in small doses, and that the old and those ac- 
customed to the use of opiates may take it more freely, but still in small 
quantity. 

“ The treak farook being thus identified with this celebrated com- 
pound, we can more easily appreciate the effects which it appears to 
produce in this disease ; and while we are not to expect it to exert any 
specific powers over the heart, the known composition of the drug itself, 
and the combination in which it is given, are such as to confirm the in- 
ferences as to its virtues suggested by the whole mass of evidence for 
and against it, and cannot fail to suggest important improvements in the 
combinations employed by those who may not choose to adopt the em- 
pirical and expensive remedy itself. Nor will it be difficult to compose 
a formula containing the more important purgative, diuretic, stimulating 
and anodyne medicines which enter into its composition.” 

‘When of good quality, the taste of the treak is at first sweetish, 
then nauseous, hot and acrid; its smell is aromatic and resembles spruce, 
which, it is alleged, the information obtained from some traders from 
the Persian gulf, has led to the occasional substitution of that article for 
the genuine ; and its comparative cheapness will probably lead to frauds 
fatal to the character of the remedy. The small canisters should also 
be avoided, as they do not appear to be of equal quality and are some- 
times half empty.” 

The following is a description of the preparation of the oleum nigrum. 

“It is prepared in the following manner. Into an earthen pot whose 
bottom is perforated by a number of small holes, are put malkungnee 
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seeds |bijss. benzoin, cloves, nutmegs, mace, of each 3ss.; the mouth is 
closed and the pot placed over another and luted to it. They are then 
placed in a pit three feet deep and nearly as wide, and surrounded by 
cakes of dry cow-dung which are set on fire, and when they are con- 
sumed about six ounces of the oil is found in the under vessel ready for 
use. It should be kept in well-closed bottles. As we would expect 
from the nature of the process, the appearance and sensible qualities of 
the product resemble those of an empyreumatic oil, possessing the pecu- 
liar powers of the principal ingredient, the malkungnee seeds. ‘These 
do not appear to be the produce of the circars, or, as far as I can learn, 
of the Deccan, but Mr. Royle has included them in a list of Indian ma- 
teria medica, and states that the plant is the Celastrus nutans. It is 
stated by Hukeem Mahomed Hussein Khan to be a native of Hindostan, 
and the seeds are imported from Calcutta or brought to the circars from 
Hyderabad, and are only found in the principal towns, where they are 
kept in bags containing the seeds, seed vessels and stalks, from which the 
genus can be ascertained, as was done by Dr. Wright some years before 
the publication of Mr. Royle’s catalogue. ‘The name used in Hindos- 
tan has been introduced into Arabic, Persian, Teloogoo, and Tamul. A 
tree called by the Mahrattas ‘ malkanee,’ the seeds of which afford an 
oil, grows in the forest of Dongatal north of Nagpore.”’ 


FOOD. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.} 


Tue laws by which the healthy action or condition of the stomach is 
regulated, appear to be precisely analogous to those by which every other 
organ of the system is governed. Exercise and habit are equally neces- 
sary for the full development and operation of its powers. There are 
extremes of deficiency and excess, which may be injurious in the exer- 
cise of any orgin or faculty; but in this respect, the limits of the 
stomach are perhaps more extensive than those of most other parts of 
the body. ‘The digestive powers are peculiarly adapted to adjust them- 
selves to circumstances; and provided the transition is not sudden, they 
may be accommodated to an indefinite variety of situations. The sav- 
age is healthy with one meal a day; and in civilized life, people may 
eat five times in the same period, with no sensible injury to health. The 
food may be all animal, or all vegetable, or mixed, according to habit, 
with equal impunity. 

The hand may be exercised in wielding the axe, saw, arld hammer, 
on the one part, and the pen, graver, and pencil, on the other, with 
equal ease; but neither set of these instruments can easily be used to 
perfection, when there is a sudden transition, without previous habit, 
from one to the other. ‘The analogy is the same, as respects the opera- 
tion of the stomach. The Esquimaux could not be suddenly brought 
to live on a diet of rice, and the inhabitants of the tropics could hardly 
digest a meal composed principally of train oil. 
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However, it is often practicable, and it is usually the best way, to train 
various organs, and to exercise several faculties, at the same time. ‘Thus 
it is well for mechanics to practise an hour or two every day in cultivat- 
ing a garden, and the student may perhaps best relax himself from sci- 
entific pursuits, by regularly pursuing some mechanical employment, or 
engaging in athletic exertion. ~ 

The stomach admits, and in civilized life seems to require, a simi- 
Jar habitual change and variety. In order to be healthy, or that it may 
endure the various accidents to which it is necessarily subject in the sup- 
ply and quality of food, it must be habituated to the use of all the com- 
mon articles of diet. When this habit is established, scarcely any kind 
of provision is found to be incompatible with health. 

These remarks are derived from general observation and experience, 
and are not the result of theoretical speculation, but of common sense, 
which is the best of all advisers. We are exposed toso many unforeseen 
changes, and are surrounded by such a variety of circumstances, that it 
does not appear to have ever been designed that man should be confined 
to definite and precise rules in his diet and regimen. It fuily answers 
our purpose, if we can discover a few general laws, without pretending, 
however, to construe them into universal rules, which do not practically 
admit of numerous and daily exceptions. In fact, the only universal 
law seems to be, that we should acquire such a habit of variety, as not 
to make us liable to suffer materially from change. A person is very 
unpleasantly situated when he feels debilitated the whole day from the 
omission of his accustomed coffee in the morning, or when he finds his 
stomach oppressed by substituting a bow! of bread and milk for his tea. 
The reverse is equally true, when coffee used only occasionally causes a 
distressing sense of fulness of the stomach, and a single cup of tea is 
followed by asleepless night. It is perhaps equally bad, when a dinner 
cannot be digested without the aid of wine or ale, on the one hand; or, 
on the other, when the stomach is brought into such a factitious state of 
delicacy, as scarcely to be able to bear a glass of any kind of fermented 
liquor, without the whole system being set on fire. There appears to be 
an equally morbid acuteness of sensibility, acquired by a forced habit, in 
all these cases. 

In our country, especially among the people in a medium condition of 
life and of correct morals, the principal danger appears to arise, almost 
exclusively, from the present fashionable doctrine of ultra abstinence, 
and of the diminution of the quantity and quality of food. From adopt- 
ing these negative practices suddenly, and carrying them to a great ex- 
treme, the stomach is apt soon to lose its tone, and to become incapable 
of bearing almost anything substantial. One article of nutriment after 
another is abstracted, till finally, nothing capable of invigorating the de- 
bilitated powers of life can be taken without producing intolerable gas- 
tric uneasiness. An incurable marasmus is the frequent result. 

The mental consequences, which follow such a course, if possible, are 
still worse. The habit of watching the immediate, temporary effect of 
every mouthful taken into the stomach, of examining and discussing the 
quantity and quality of every article that is swallowed, and of regarding 
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minutely the supposed result as to health, usually produce a state of 
mind, which amounts at least to monomania, if not to general insanity. 
To a patient of this description, whose morbid sensitiveness of stomach, 
arising from keeping the mind constantly upon the subject of food, was 
such as to nauseate almost every article of nourishment, a late distin- 
guished physician prescribed broth, made by boiling in pure water the 
shadow of a bird that had died of starvation, as diet most in accordance 
with the whims of the monomaniac. It had been objected to every- 
thing previously proposed, that it was too strong for so feeble a stomach 
to bear. Though the healthy stomach is an involuntary organ, yet its 
diseased susceptibility may become so great, as to make it as certainly 
influenced by the imagination and will, as most of the voluntary muscles. 

Every physician must have frequently met with a state of mind so in- 
tense upon what the stomach can bear, even in acute diseases, as to neu- 
tralize or destroy the effect of remedies, otherwise clearly indicated, on 
the one hand, or to give a very salutary efficiency to those which were 
naturally inert on the other. ‘This is the great source of all the real cures 
that are performed by quacks. ‘This is also the means which empiries 
and prejudiced attendants employ, to injure the prescriptions of regular 
physicians. ‘The mind acquires a controlling influence over the opera- 
tions of the body ; and with respect to diet, the influence of the com- 
mon popular notions is usually most decidedly pernicious. 

The first endeavor with a dyspeptic patient should ever be directed to 
turn his mind from his stomach, and direct it to some object with which 
he may amuse himself without danger. All lawful efforts should be 
made to convince him that there is nothing deleterious in ordinary food ; 
or if there should be any trifling inconvenience, that it may be easily re- 
moved by some mild remedy. He should be gradually brought to eat 
a sufficient quantity of something that is nutritious. The stimulus of 
distension alone, is no small item in the process of healthy digestion. 
From the nature of the case, it is impossible for any one to arrive at 
sound health, upon the principles of starvation. SENEX. 

Aug. 3, 1836. 


AMERICAN SURGERY IN CHINA. 


EXCISION OF A TUMOR IN THE OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, UNDER THE CHARGE OF REV. 
DR. PARKER. 


Tue patient was a girl thirteen years old, of comparatively good health, 
very cheerful and affectionate in her disposition, but sadly disfigured by 
a large tuinor protruding from one side of the head, presenting almost 
the appearance of a double-headed child. The tumor began a little 
above the right eye, and enlarging to about one fourth the size of the 
whole head, extended in front of the ear toa line with the mouth, ex- 
hibiting at once a case of much surgical delicacy and difficulty. It hung 
over the right eye so as entirely to depress the lid, and distort the posi- 
tion of the eye-brow, part of which apparently grew upon the swelling; 
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and so rapid was its increase, that it attained two thirds of its present 
size within the last three months ; and had it not been removed, it would 
probably soon have resolved itself into an issue, and eventually drained 
away the sufferer’s life. 

After mature consideration, Dr. Parker determined to extirpate it, and 
was happily confirmed in his decision by the advice of several of his 
medical brethren, whose assistance was generously given on the occasion. 
Yesterday morning was the time appointed for the operation, and in the 
presence of several gentlemen, it was successfully removed. ‘This, so 
far as we know, is the first operation of the kind ever performed in Can- 
ton, by a foreign practitioner upon a native ; and though we cannot thus 
early predict the ultimate result, yet from reasonable suppositions may 
we not infer that this striking specimen of “ barbarian ”’ skill, augmented 
as it is by almost daily exhibitions of medical charity and relief, will tend 
in no small degree to meliorate the prejudices, and remove the barriers 
which now exist to the free intercourse of nations with China. 

I am most happy now to state, that the goodness of the Divine Physi- 
cian has been most signal. ‘The child rallied most happily from the 
shock of the operation. ‘The wound healed by the first intention, no 
inflammation has attended, and the patient uniformly says, when asked, 
that she has no pain. She is cheerful and playful, as though nothing 
had occurred ; or rather as though she felt herself relieved of a burden 
and delivered from a gloomy prospect. 

Since operating upon this child, an adult Chinese has presented him- 
self, with a tumor, suspended from below his ear and extending down his 
neck, which is full half as large as his head, and has been twenty-eight 
years in attaining its present magnitude. The patient otherwise enjoys 
perfect health ; and though | have not yet determined upon the removal 
of it, I think it may be found practicable. Among my new patients, to- 
day, was a woman with a large cancer of the breast, which appears fa- 
vorable for an operation. Cases of peculiar interest are constantly oc- 
curring. Eight hundred patients have been received since the 4th of 
November. The mere labor of prescribing for so many has not been 
trifling ; and the responsibility and anxiety, which the physician can best 
appreciate, for the lives and health of those entrusted to him, have been 
as much as I am able to sustain. 
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NECESSITY OF REPORTING INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


A PpRosEcuTION having recently taken place in this city, in consequence 

of the neglect on the part of a physician to report to the health office a 

case of modified smallpox, we republish, for the benefit of the profession, 

nse law of this Commonwealth respecting smallpox and other dangerous 
iseases. 
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The inhabitants of any town may establish, within the same town, and 
be constantly provided with, one or more hospitals for the reception of 
persons, having the smallpox or other disease which may be dangerous 
to the public health. 

All such hospitals shall be subject to the orders and regulations of the 
board of health, or a committee of such town, appointed for that purpose. 

No such hospital shall be established within one hundred rods of any 
inhabited dwelling house, situated in any adjoining town, without the con- 
sent of such adjoining town. 

If any person shall inoculate any other person, or inoculate himself, 
or suffer himself to be inoculated, with the smallpox, unless at some hos- 
pital licensed and authorized by law, he shall, for each offence, forfeit a 
sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, to the use of the town in which 
such offence shall have been committed. 

When any hospital shall be so established, the physician, the persons 
inoculated or sick therein, the nurses, attendants, and all persons, who 
shall approach, or come within the limits of the same, and all such furni- 
ture and other articles, as shall be used or brought there, shall be subject 
to such regulations, as may be made by the board of health, or the com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose. 

When the smallpox, or any other disease dangerous to the public 
health, shall break out in any town, the selectmen or board of health 
thereof shall immediately provide such hospital or place of reception for 
the sick and infected, as they shail judge best for their accommodation 
and the safety of the inhabitants ; and such hospitals and places of re- 
ception shall be subject to the regulations of the board of health, in the 
same manner as is hereinbefore provided for established hospitals; and 
the board of health shall cause such sick and infected persons to be re- 
moved to such hospitals or places of reception, unless the condition of 
the sick person be such as not to admit of removal without danger of life; 
in which case, the house or place where the sick shall remain, shall be 
considered as an hospital, to every purpose before mentioned ; and all 
persons residing in, or in any way concerned with the same, shall be sub- 
ject to the regulations of the board of health as before provided. a 

When the smallpox, or any other disease dangerous to the public 
health, is found to exist in any town, the selectmen and board of health 
shall use all possible care to prevent the spreading of the infection, and 
to give public notice of infected places to travellers, by displaying red 
flags at proper distances, and by all other means, which in their judgment 
shall be most effectual for the common safety. 

If any physician or other person, in any of the hospitals or places of 
reception before mentioned, or who shall attend, approach or be concern- 
ed with the same, shall violate any of the regulations lawfully made in re- 
lation thereto, either with respect to himself, or his or any other person’s 
property, the person so offending shall, for each offence, forfeit a sum not 
less than ten nor more than one hundred dollars. rigs 

When any householder shall know that any person within his family is 
taken sick of the smallpox, or any other disease dangerous to the public 
health, he shall immediately give notice thereof to the selectmen or board 
of health of the town in which he dwells ; and if he shall refuse or neg 
lect to give such notice, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars, 

When any physician shall know that any person, whom he is called to 


. 
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visit, is infected with the smallpox, or any other disease dangerous to the 
public health, such physician shall immediately give notice thereof to the 
selectmen, or board of health of the town in which the diseased person 
may be ; and every physician, who shall refuse or neglect to give such 
notice, shall forfeit for each offence a sum not less than fifty nor more 
than one hundred dollars. 


THE DUBLIN DISSECTOR.* 


Our friend Jordan, No. 121 Washington street, to whom we refer stu- 
dents and physicians, with pleasure, who are desirous of patronizing 
medical periodicals from any part of the world, handed us this book the 
other day. It appears to have been republished at Washington, some 
months ago, but not having been thrown into this market very seasonably, 
has been unfortunately unnoticed. 

Having a decided partiality for anatomical pursuits, it was possible to 
be deceived in its value through a love for the science; and on this ac- 
count, therefore, we have taken the opinions of those who could have no 
motive for misrepresenting its claims. It is in bad taste to publish any- 
thing anonymously : it carries the idea of peculiar distrust of the author 
in his own qualifications. However, in this instance, the text requires no 
fostering by a name. Whoever consults the Dublin Dissector, will dis- 
cover its excellencies. Dr. Lewis says it is an unrivalled guide in the 
dissecting room. 

These elementary systems of anatomy, for such they may with pro- 
priety be regarded, are so plenty, that it is beginning to be an object to 
have achoice. We suspect, from the circumstance of its being stereo- 
typed, that Dr. Patterson has had something to do with its republication 
inthe United States. Whatever has passed the ordeal of his critical ex- 
amination, may be safely trusted to in matters of science. Medical 
schools would do well to introduce this manual of anatomy as a text book. 
Without being heavy or obscure, the descriptions are both concise and 
correct. 

It is very strange that some competent person does not remodel and 
reprint Bell’s Dissector, a once popular guide in practical anatomy. 
The last American edition, from Baltimore, was an insult. Besides typo- 
graphical errors in abundance, there were other defects, in themselves 
enough to condemn the edition past redemption. 

Without any reservations, the Dublin Dissector is what it purports to 
be—a standard—an unerring guide. 


Hanson’s Compound Lever Tooth Extractor.—Such is the name of a 
new and beautifully finished instrument, invented by Mr. M. P. Hanson, 
of Bangor, Me. which has been patented. To raise the tooth perpen- 
dicularly from the socket, instead of racking out laterally, to the peril of 
the bone, has been the object of the ingenious mechanic who devised it. 
On a careful examination of the principle upon which the power is ap- 


*The Dublin Dissector, or Manual of Anatomy, 


comprising a concise description of the bones, 
muscles, vessels, nerves and viscera ; 


3 also the relative anatomy of the different regions of the hu- 
man body. for the use of students in the dissecting room. By a Member of the Royal College of 


aaa in Ireland. First American, from the second Dublin edition. Washington, Duff Green, 
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plied, we are perfectly satisfied that Mr. Hanson has succeeded in his 
design. Dr. Bemis, of this city, several years ayo produced a tooth ex- 
tractor very similar, as it regards construction, His success in the prac- 
tical application of it, in drawing the worst class of diseased teeth, is 
well known in the wide circle of his dental practice. It is high time that 
the old fashioned keys—the very worst engines of torture—were thrown 
aside. An immense amount of suffering arising from fractured jaws, and 
crushed gums, to say nothing of minor evils, has been produced by those 
miserable contrivances, 

Physicians are quite prone to imagine that improvements are innova- 
tions, and therefore, as a general rule, in regard to surgical apparatus, 
adhere pertinaciously to instruments they are accustomed to, as they 
would to tried friends, But in mechanics, the world is growing wiser con- 
tinually. ‘They are bound to consult the comfort of their patients, and 
on this ground, the best tooth extractor an operator can purchase, is an 
evidence of bis philanthropy. Mr. Hanson’s claim to patronage is strong, 
and we wish him all possible success. He should have them on sale 
throughout the United States, if he would have them appreciated. 


Coombe Lying-In Hospital, Dublin.—‘‘ The registry of cases kept in 
the house for the six months preceding the first day of November, 1835, 
shows that, within that period, of 713 females who have been delivered 
within its walls, 626 labors proceeded according to the usual routine of 
nature, and eighty-seven presented depattures from that course. Of 
these latter, nine were cases of breech presentation, fourteen were abor- 
tions, two elbow presentations, five twins, four attended with hemorrhages, 
seven instrumental, of which latter, in two, the crotchet was used to 
break up the child in order to extract it; in two ruptured uterus, and in 
five retained placenta, occurred. ‘The remainder of these cases did not 
present any particular event, although coming under the head of irregu- 
lar labors. There is also attached to the hospital what 1s termed an er- 
terne department, affording assistance to females who, from any particular 
circumstance, cannot avail themselves of the comforts of the house, and 
are confined in their own homes, ‘The registry of the latter class of 
cases shows, that, within the same period, 811 females were delivered, 
and attended through their confinements, without the doors of the hospital. 
Of this number 702 were natural labors, and 109 irregular. Of the lat- 
ter, thirteen were breech presentations, twenty-nine were abortions, eight 
twin cases, one triplet (three children at a birth), eight cases of hemorr- 
hage, two instrumental, nine retained placenta, five footlings, two funis 
presentations, one arm presentation, two placenta presentations, and 
three convulsions, making in all an aggregate of 1524 cases, of which 
1328 were natural, and 196 were variations therefrom.”’ 


Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia.—No institution in this coun- 
try has achieved a more desirable reputation ; to uncommon euergy, Is 
united the true spirit of medical inquiry. In the annual circular, announc- 
ing the approaching lecture term, which will commence on the first Mon- 
day of November, we notice that Dr. Dunglison, formerly of the uni- 
versity of Virginia, but more recently in the chair of materia medica, at 
Baltimore, has been appointed Professor of the Institutes of Medicine 
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and Medical Jurisprudence, and accepted the call. Three hundred and 
sixty-four pupils were matriculated the last season. The Professors Mc 
Clellans are the men to raise the reputation of any school. Gentlemanly 
manners secure friends, while sour, cheerless, dignified moroseness, as 
certainly operate against the private interest of teachers and the popu- 
larity of the best regulated colleges in christendom. 


Medical Journals in Germany.—Journal der Practichen Heilkunde— 
Journal of Practical Medicine, edited by C. W. Hufeland and E. Osann, 
Berlin. This very generally known periodical, is one of the oldest in 
Germany, having reached its eighty-first volume. It is published month- 
ly, at Berlin, in the Roman character, octavo form, and contains 128 
pages, monthly—six numbers making avolume. The price is five rix dol- 
lars and sixteen groschen a year. No single numbers are sold, as in 
England. | 

Die Bibliothek Praktichen Heilkunde.—Herausgegeben Von C. W. 
Hufeland and E. Ossann, or the Vibrary of Practical Medicine, &e. 
This is just half the size of the first, by the same editors, and is really 
nothing more than the review department of their monthly Journal. It 
costs precisely half the price of the other. 

Journal der Chirurgie und Augen Heilkunde.—Journal of Surgery and 
Ophthalmology—Edited by C. F. V. Grife and Ph. V. Walther, Ber- 
lin. This has reached the twenty-third volume, a tolerable evidence of 
steady patronage. No regular day of publication is observed by the 
publishers. Each number usually contains from 180 to 190 pages, or 
from 10 to 11 sheets. Four numbers, making a volume, are issued in 
a year, at the cost of four dollars per annum. This is in Roman letter. 

Neue Wissentschaftliche Annalen der gesammlen Heilkunde.—New An- 
nals of Medical Science, edited by Dr. J. F. C. Hecker, Berlin. When 
13 volumes had been completed last year, a new series was commenced, 
with new added to the title. Each number contains eight sheets, or 128 
pages: there are four numbers in the year. The price is two dollars and 
sixteen groschen a year. 

Medicinische Jahrbucher des Kuiserl. Konigl. Osterreichischen Slaates.— 
Medical Annals of the Austrian Empire, edited by Dr. A. J. Freyherrn 
Von Stifft, and Dr. Joh. N. E. Von Raiman, Vienna. Each number 
contains ten sheets, with about 160 pages, 8vo. monthly—six numbers 
making a volume ; price four dollars and eight groschen per volume. 

Allgemeincs Repertorium der Gesammten Deutschen Medizinisch-Chirur- 
gischen Journalistik.—General Repertory of the whole Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal Journalistics of Germany, edited by C. F. Kleinert, M.D., Leipzig. 
A monthly octavo, of 184 pages each, costing seven dollars a year. It 
has lived nine years, and consists of a republication of the original 
articles from the other Journals in Germany—probably forty in all, not in- 
cluding a dozen devoted to the sciences. 


Antidote io the Bites of Serpents.—The inhabitants of the western 
world have fortunately an antidote to the bites of the most venomous 
serpents, in the plant vejuco guaco ; the former word signifies a withe, 
the latter isthe name of aspecies of hawk which feeds upon serpents ; 
which name has been given to a plant that this hawk is in the habit of 
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going to when wounded in its conflicts with the serpents. Humboldt 
saw its efficacy tried in two instances. A gentleman who has travelled 
much in South America, and whose authority is not to be disputed, saw 
its efficacy put to the test on several occasions, and it always succeeded. 
From all the accounts given of it by those who have seen its wonderful 
effects, it appears to be one of the most valuable plants in that region. 
Humboldt calls it guaco mikania. It was discovered first by a negro, ; who 
afterwards made a’ practice of handling the most venomous snakes, and 
with perfect impunity. Humboldt observed, that when he pointed a stick 
moistened at the end with a tincture of guaco, the serpent invariably 
turned away its head ; but while he pointed a stick without the guaco, it 
did not move. The negroes and Indians, before they handle a snake, 
inoculate themselves in four or five places with the guaco, and also take 
some spoonfuls internally of a tincture of it, and when bitten immediate- 
ly apply the chewed or dried leaf to the bite. 


Chloride of Soda for sore Nipples. —Dr. Chapin, in a memoir in the 
Gazette Medicale de Paris, says, that of all the means recommended 
for sore nipples, nothing has so well succeeded in his hands, as frequent- 
ly repeated lotions with Chloride of Soda. In one or two days, he says, 
it will often effect a cure.—Amer. Jour. 


Diev—In Pittsfield, Mass. Orin Wright, M.D. aged 46, 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending August 13, 29. Males, 8—females, 21 


BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION. 


Tue Annual Course of Lectures for 1836 will commence the last THuRsvay in August, and continue 
thirteen weeks. 


H. H. Curxps,M. D. Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics. 
E. Bartvert, M.D. Pathological Anatomy. 

Davip Parmer, M.D. Materia Medica and Pharmacy. 

C. Dewey, M.D. Botany, Chemistry and Natural Philosophy. 

Ww. PARKER, M.D. Surgery and Physiology. 

R. Warts, Jr. M.D. General and Special Anatomy. 

Hon. Henry Husesarp, Legal Medicine. 


The Trustees of the Berkshire Medical Institution, in issuing their annual Circular, believe them- 
selves justified in promising to those young men, whose local situation or whose personal predilec- 
tions may lead them to a connection with the School, a course of public instruction as thorough, effi- 
cient and practical as can be enjoyed at any of our various medical establishments. Tothe branches 
heretofore taught, which have been the same as in other American Medical Schools, arrangements 
have been made for the addition of a Course of Lectures on PatHoLoGicaL Anatomy, to be illustrat- 
ed by morbid specimens and by an extensive series of colored representations of diseased structures. 

By legalizing the study of Anatomy, the Legislature of Massachusetts has furnished its Schools 
with superior advantages for Practical Anatomy. It has also, by this provision, most effectually 
guarded the sepulchres of the dead against all violation. 

Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and those who have received the degree of M.D. 
are admitted gratuitously to the Lectures. The degree of M.D. is conferred at the annual Com. 
mencement of the Institution and at the Commencement of Williams College. The requisitions for 
the degree of Doctor in Medicine are three full years study under a regular practitioner, attendance 
on two full Courses of medical lectures in regularly established medical institutions, an adequate 
know!edge of the Latin language, and a good mora! character. 

ee for the whole course of Lectures is $50; those who have already attended two full courses at 

an incorporated medical school, pay $10. Graduation, $16. Board, including room rent, washing 
and lodging, $2 per week ; without washing, $1 83 cents. 

In one week after the close of the Public Lectures, commences the winter Reading Term, which 
continues 12 weeks, and is devoted to Practical Anatomy, the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 
and Obstetrics. By order of the Trustees, 

Pittsfield, June 29, 1836. P. L. HALL, Secretary. 
Nore.—The following authors are recommended to be read by the students during the Lecture Term. 
On Anatomy, C. Bell, Horner, Cloquet, and Wistar. 

Surgery, 8. Cooper, Ww. Gibson, and Sir A. Cooper’s Works 

Practice and Theory, Gregory, Good, Eberle, Dewees, and hsktatan. 

Obstetrics, J. Burns, Dewees, and London Practice. 

Materia Medica and Medical min aa Beck, Chapman, and Eberle. 

Chemistry, Brande, Turner and Bec 

Pathological Anatomy, Andral, Leeks, Horner, Gross on the Bones. July 27—tS. 
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PEPPERELL INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. 


Dr. Nenemran Currer would inform bis friends and the public that he has returned to Pepperell 
and has taken charge of the institution for invalids, at that place, to which he will devote strict 
personal attention at all times. He solicits a continuance of the confidence and patronage of his 
friends and the publie generally. 

Pepperell, Mass. July 27, 1886. Aug. 3—tf 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 
‘ax Medical Lectures in Harvard University will begin at the Massachusetts Medical College in 
Mason Street, Boston, the first Wednesday in November next, at 1-4 before 9 A. M. and will con- 
tinue three months. For one month after the end of the course Lectures will be delivered in the Col- 
lege, and the Dissecting Room will be open to such Students as may remain, without additional fee. 
Such Students may also attend the Practice of the Massachusetts General Hospital. 
Anatomy and Operationsin Surgery, - - - - Dr. WaRREN. 


Chemistry, - - - - - - Dr. WepstTer. 
Materia Medica, - - - - - Dr. BiceLow. 

Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, — - - - ~ Dr. CHANNING. 
Principles of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, - Dr. Haywarp. 


Theory and Practice of Physic, - - - . - Dr. Ware. 
Clinical Lectures will be delivered as usual on the cases in the Massachusetts General Hospital. 
New Dissecting Room.—A new Dissecting Room is now building, and will be finished before the 

Lectures begin. It will occupy all the vacant land at the East of the Medical College. Every care 

is taking to make this important part of the Medical School as perfect as possible, so that it may fur- 

nish to the Student ample facilities for prosecuting his Anatomical studies. The legal enactments of 

the State, so liberally and so wisely framed, will be faithfully and thoroughly applied to the accom- 

plishment of their important objects. WALTER CHANNING, Dean. 
July, 1836. eoptN 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT—Fairfield, 
Herkimer Co.—The next course of Lectures will commence on the first ‘Tuesday in October, and con- 
tinue sixteen weeks. ‘The Lectures will be delivered as follows. 


On Anatomy and Physiology, by - - . Dr. McNauGutTon. 
On Chemistry and Pharmacy, - - - Dr. Havvey. 

On Practice of Physic and the Diseases of Women and Children, Dr. DeLaMaTER. 
On Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence, - - Dr. Beck. 

On Surgery and Midwifery, - - Dr. Musser. 


Dr. Willoughby will also lecture on the latter branch. 
Tickets for the whole course, $56. 
Any further information that is desired may be obtained from either of the above professors. 
J 


AMES HADLEY, Register. 
Fairfield, Herkimer Co. N. Y. . Aug. 10.—4t 


VERMONT ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, 
AT CASTLETON, VT. 

Tue Medical Lectures at this Institution will commence on the second T'Hurspay in August next, 
and continue fourteen weeks. Lectures on 

Theory and Practice of Physic and Materia Medica, by Witu1am Tutty, M.D. 

Surgery and Obstetrics, by Toropore Woopwarp, M.D. 

Chemistry and Natural History, by Joun D’Wotr, Jr. A.M, 

Anatomy and Physiology, by James H. Armssy, M.D. 


Fees for the Course, $45. Graduating fee, $16. Matriculating fee, $3. Jy27—At. 
July 22, 1536. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
Tue subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instruction, 
and will receive pupils on the following terms: 

‘The pupils will be admitted to the practice of the Massachusetts General Hospita!, and will receive 
clinical lectures on the cases they witness there.. Instruction, by lectures or examinations, will be 
given in the intervals of the public lectures, every week day. 

On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and Children, and on Chemistry — by "Dr. CHANNING. 
On Physiology, Pathology, Therapeutics, and Materia Medica - - Dr. Ware, 

On the Principlesand Practice of Surgery - 


The students are provided with a room in Dr. Lewis’s house, where they have access to a large 
library. Lights and fuel without any charge. The opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of Anato- 
my are not interior to any in the country. 

The fees are 3100—to be paid in advance. No credit given, except on sufficient security of some 
person in Boston, nor for a longer period than six months. 


Applications are to be made to Dr. Walter Channing, Tremont Street, opposite the Tremont House, 
Boston. WALTE 


R CHANNING, 

JOHN WARE, 
Jan 20—lyep GEORGE W. OTIS, JR. 
WINSLOW LEWIS, JR. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesda b 
D. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all coemmpalontions 
must be addressed, post-paid, It is also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 
numbers of the preceding month, stitched in acover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price $3,00 a 
vew in advance, $3.50 after three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Agents allowed 
every Seventh copy gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance, or 
s.itisfactory reference.—Postage the same as fora newspaper. 
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